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Research paper

Oenanthe thomsonii C. B. Clarke (Umbelliferae) a Newly
Recorded Plant in Taiwan

Shih-Wen Chung' Tian-Chuan Hsu*"

[ Abstract] Oenanthe (Umbelliferae), comprising about 25-30 species in Africa, Asia, Europe, North
America. Two species were recorded in the 2" edition of Flora of Taiwan. In the course of our botanical
inventory, Oenanthe thomsonii C. B. Clarke, heretofore unknown in Taiwan, was collected from northern
part of the island. O. thomsonii C. B. Clarke is easily distinguished from other congeners by leaves 3-4-(-
5) pinnate and ultimate segments short linear, 2-3 X 1-2 mm. In this report we provide a description and
colored photographs taken from the wild to aid identification.
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INTRODUCTION
The genus Oenanthe (Umbelliferae)

comprises about 25-30 species native in Africa,
Asia, Europe and North America (Pu and
Watson, 2005). O. javanica (Blume) DC. and
O. pterocaulon Liu, Chao & Chuang were the
two species recorded in Taiwan previously (Kao,
1993; Pu and Watson, 2005). During our recent
field survey, another Oenanthe species Oenanthe
thomsonii C. B. Clarke were found in northern
Taiwan. Its wild populations were often found in
marshy grasslands and stream sides at altitudes
of 1200-1500 m. Herein, description and colored
photographs of Oenanthe thomsonii C. B. Clarke
is presented. A key to the Oenanthe species in
Taiwan is also given here in aid for identification.

Key to Oenanthe species in Taiwan

1. Leaves 3-4-(-5) pinnate, ultimate segments short
linear, minute, 2-3X1-2 mm.......... O. thomsonii
1.Leaves 1-2 (-3) pinnate, ultimate segments
ovate or rhombic-ovate, 5-50 X 5-20 mm
2. Stems obtuse-angled; peduncles 3-10 cm long
....................................................... 0. javanica
2.Stems with 5-6 sharp-rigged angles;
peduncles 7-18 cm long........... O. pterocaulon

TAXONOMIC TREATMENT
Oenanthe thomsonii C. B. Clarke in J. D. Hooker,

FI. Brit. India. 2: 697. 1879.
% WIEIK2RFig. 1.
A perennial, glabrous 20-45 cm high,
decumbent, ascending herb. Stems slender,
branched. Leaves petiolate, 2-6 cm long, petioles

sheathing. Leaves 3-4(-5)-pinnate; triangular in
outline, 6-17 cm long, 2.5-6 cm broad, primary
pinnae 5-8 pairs; ultimate segments short linear,
2-3mm long, 1-2 mm broad. Umbels 3-8 cm
across, frequently leaf-opposed; peduncles
elongate, 2.5-10 cm; bracts absent; rays 4-8, 1-1.5
cm long, unequal; bracteoles several, linear, 1.5-
2.5 mm; umbellules 10-15-flowered; pedicels 2-4
mm, unequal; petals white, obovate with narrower
inflexed apex, about 1 mm long, 0.6 mm broad.
Styles ca. 1 mm, reflexed. Fruit subglobose, ca. 2
mm long.

Type: INDIA, Khasia, J. D. Hooker & T.
Thomson 583 (lectotype: K0O00681305!; possible
isolectotype: KO00681306!).

Distriburion: Bhutan, India, S. China,
Myanmar, Nepal, Sikkim, Taiwan and Vietnam.

Habitat and phenology: Marshy grasslands
and stream sides, 1200-1500 m. Flowering from
June to August; fruiting from July to October.

IUCN Category: NT.

Voucher specimens: New Taipei: Lumen
Stream, T. C. Hsu 6729 (TAIF); Songlo Lake,
T. C. Hsu 6742 (TAIF); Podang Pond, T. C. Hsu
6747 (TAIF); Chuantoumu Pond, T. C. Hsu 6754
(TAIF).
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Fig. 1. Oenanthe thomsonii C. B. Clarke. A: Habitat and habits. B: Leaf. C: Ultimated segments. D.
Flowering branches. E: Fruiting branches.



