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Guided by the concept of “active peace,” the Abe administration

revamped Japan’s ODA policy and adjusted Tokyo’s policy approach from



economic development to strategic support. Such undertaking consummated
into three results: in terms of the objective of assistance, Japan will invest more
emphasis on the support for its foreign policy and security alliance with the US;
in terms of the scope of assistance, Japan will overcome limits and be able to
provide military support to other states in the future; and in terms of the target
of assistance, Japan will no longer be confined to developing states; more
emphasis will be placed on strategically important states. The Abe
administration’s main strategic concern for its adjustment lies in its desire to
realize Japan’s priority of becoming a “normal” state through ODA, and its
goal of balancing China through the coupling of ODA and Washington’s
rebalance towards Asia strategy. For China, Japan’s strategic shift will not only
complicate its foreign policy with neighboring countries but will also increase
competing pressures on the establishment of the One Belt One Road. In such
case, China must develop a foreign policy sense of “selective intimacy” and
actively respond to Japan’s challenge through the expansion of military

assistance and ODA investment models.
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